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Announcement of the Contest to Select Subscriber Number Portability Central Database Administrator


Georgian National Communications Commission (hereafter “Commission”) notes that under the Law of Georgia on Electronic Communications, number portability is guaranteed for the subscribers, in particular: choice of the last subscriber to retain the same number when person authorized for provision of fixed or portable communication network and/or services is replaced by other authorized person. Pursuant to sub-paragraph “m”, paragraph 2, Article 19 of the same Law, “authorized person shall, using number portability central database system (NPCDB) and at its own costs, ensure number portability in accordance with the “Regulation on Number Portability” approved by the Commission. 

NPCDB Administrator, selected by the Commission through contest together with communication networks and/or service providers, administers the NPCDB and ensures centralized coordination of the number portability process. 

Pursuant to sub-paragraph “d”, paragraph 4, Article 1 of the “Regulation on Number Portability” approved by Commission Resolution N3 dated July 6, 2010, the Commission conducts contest for the selection of NPCDB Administrator and signs relevant Agreement of NPCDB administration with the winner of the contest, in accordance with Contest Terms and Conditions. 

On the basis of Decision N259/10 dated April 21, 2016, Mediafon Datapro LLC and Mediafon LLC, acting together as MEDIAFON, were announced as winners of the contest for the selection of NPCDB Administrator. On July 17, 2016, Agreement on Number portability central Database Administration was signed by the Commission and above companies, according to which NPCDB Administrator undertook to create and administer the NPCDB in accordance with the rules and conditions set out in “Regulation on Number Portability” approved by Commission Resolution N3 dated July 6, 2010 and Decision N519/10 dated December 29, 2015 on the “Announcement of Contest for the Selection of Number Portability Central Database Administrator. Therefore, Mediafon Datapro LLC and Mediafon LLC, acting together as MEDIAFON, together with persons authorized for the provision of communication networks and/or services, performs administration of NPCDB and ensures centralized coordination of number portability process. 

Agreement on the NPCDB administration between the Commission, Mediafon Datapro LLC  and Mediafon LLC (acting together as MEDIAFON) signed on July 17, 2016, expires on July 1, 2021. 

The Commission also notes that, according to the Article 9, paragraph 4 of the “Regulation on Number Portability” approved by the Commission Resolution N3 dated July 6, 2010, if the NPCDB Administrator, by means of contest, cannot obtain the rights to carry on activities for the next term, the NPCDB administration agreement shall be terminated immediately upon expiration. Also, pursuant to paragraph 5 of the above Article, the Commission, based on mutual agreement with the NPCDB Administrator, is authorized to extend the term of the agreement until the winner of the contest for selecting NPCDB administrator is defined, or until the contest winner implements the NPCDB. 

Based on the above, on March 11, 2021, the Commission applied in writing to Mediafon Datapro LLC (№გ-21-06/662) and proposed to extend the term of the agreement on the Administration of Number Portability Central Database until the winner of the new contest is defined and NPCDB is implemented. By letters N: შ-21-8/1910 and N: შ-21-6/1937 dated April 28, 2021, Mediafon Datapro LLC and Mediafon LLC agreed to the Commission’s proposal to extend the term of the agreement of July 17, 2016, to maintain uninterrupted process of portability.

Thus, considering the term for the implementation of NPCDB, the Commission believes that the term of the Agreement signed with current NPCDB Administrator shall be extended till April 2, 2022. 

The Commission also notes that NPCDB created by the winner of the 2021 contest for the selection of NPCDB administrator, shall be able to store information kept with the Administrator, including information submitted by the Commission as well as donor and receiving operators, about networks of communication network and/or service providers to which the number was/is connected to. Therefore, for the purpose of ensuring porting in accordance with Contest terms and Conditions, it is necessary to make amendments to the Agreement signed with existing Administrator on July 17, 2016 and request the existing administrator to transfer, on the date of expiration, to the new winning NPCDB Administrator, data (archive) from NPCDB, about communication network and/or service providers to which the number was/is connected to (for the period of commencement and end of NPCDB administration in Georgia). 

Based on the above, according to sub-paragraph “d”, paragraph 4, Article 1 and Articles  8 and 9 of the “Regulation on Number Portability” approved by the Commission Resolution N3 of July 6, 2010, the Commission, as a result of the voting, unanimously 

Decided:
1. contest for selection of the NPCDB Administrator (hereafter  “Contest”) be announced on May 20, 2021; 
1. be approved the enclosed Terms and Conditions (annex 1- hereafter “Contest Terms and Conditions”) for conducting the contest; 
1.  Contest Terms and Conditions Article 4 - Additional Terms and Enclosed Documents – may be subject to revision and modified based on stakeholder consultations until June 21, 2021; 
1. be approved the Contest Board with following composition: 
1. Aleksandre Karumidze – Chairperson; Office of the Commission, Head of Spectrum and Technology Department; 
1. Tamar Goshua – Member, Board Secretary; Office of the Commission, Legal Department; 
1. Ketevan Rekhviashvili - Member; Office of the Commission, Head of Market Analysis and Strategic Development Department; 
1. Tsiala Ujmajuridze - Member; Office of the Commission, Main Specialist of technology team, Spectrum and Technology Department; 
1. Mikheil Jghamadze - Member, Office of the Commission, Head of technology team, Spectrum and Technology Department; 
1. Davit Dzidziguri - Member, MagtiCom Ltd (№შ-21-6/1255);
1. Irakli Esartia - Member, Vioni Georgia Ltd (№შ-21-6/1176);
1. Kakha Sanashvili – Member, Akhali Kselebi Ltd., (№შ-21-6/1228)
1. Levan Buchukuri – Member, JSC Silknet (№შ-21-6/1267)
1. Levan Datunashvili – Member, Georgian central Communication Corporation (№შ-21-6/1171); 
1. Zurab Kartskhava – Member, (independent expert) LEPL Data Exchange Agency.  
1. To ensure smooth and uninterrupted number portability process, terms of the agreement between GNCC and present administrator be extended until April 2, 2022, based on the mutual agreement;
1. Spectrum and Technology Department of Commission (S. Karumidze) be assigned to ensure, in agreement with current NPCDB Administrator, relevant amendments to the Agreement on Number Portability Central Database Administration, in connection with the transfer of NPCDB data (archive) to the winner NPCDB Administrator of the 2021 contest; 
1. Administrative Department (O. Vot) shall ensure public availability of this decision and publish the official text of the decision and its English translation on the Commission web-site (www.comcom.ge). In case of conflict between official text and its English translation, the official text shall prevail;  
1. Public Relations Service (L. Beridze) shall disseminate information on  announcement of the contest through mass media and social networks;  
1. This decision shall enter into force upon its announcement on the Commission Session.
1. This decision can be appealed at the board of administrative cases of Tbilisi City Court (address: 64 D. Agmashenebeli ave, Tbilisi) within one month;
1. Head of Spectrum and technology Department (A. Karumidze) shall examine the implementation of this decision (except for Article 8 and 9).  
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